
 

DON’T LOSE TRUMP CONTROL 

 

You are sitting South and were dealt this hand: 
 
     South 
     AKQJ10 
     5 
     Q62 
     Q1064 
 
Your partner opens 1  and you know that game is in the cards.  Unfortunately, you hear your left 
hand opponent overcall 1 .  You confidently respond 1 .  Your partner rebids 1NT, showing at least 
one heart stopper.  You do want to be in game – but what game: spades or notrump?  Many social 
players will just jump to 4 .  Duplicate players can find out if North has 3 spades by using a 
convention called “New Minor Forcing.”  By rebidding the other minor, you are promising at least 10 
points and a 5-card spade suit.  You are suggesting a spade contract if North holds 3 spades.  The 
diamond bid is purely artificial and must be alerted.   
 
  West  North  East  South 
    1   1   1  
  Pass  1NT  Pass  2  ! 
  Pass  2   Pass  4  
  All Pass 

 
North shows three spades by bidding them at the 2 or 3 level.  Rebidding 2  shows a minimum strength 
hand; 3 , a maximum.  This helps you to place the contract.  Here, you have an opening strength hand 
and your partner has a minimum.  You jump to game.  West leads the 10 and you see this dummy: 
 

North 
     932 
     Q83 
     AK73 
     AJ9 
  West 

 10 
South 

     AKQJ10 
     5 
     Q62 
     Q1064 
 
You are in pretty good shape.  You have no spade losers, one heart losers, no diamond losers and a 
possible club loser if the finesse loses. You expect to make an overtrick. 
 
This is the complete board: 
 



   
 

You play low from dummy and East overtakes with the J and leads back the A.  You ruff and try the 

club finesse which loses to East’s K.  He comes back with another top heart.  If you trump this third heart 

trick you can’t make the contract.  As you see, East is sitting with four trump.  You will have only three 

trump and cannot pull the last trump.  After pulling three of the East’s trump, East will ruff in on one of 

your minor suit winners and play his last 2 hearts.   

 

Instead, you must discard one of your minor suits and allow East to win the trick.  This gives up the 

overtrick, which you would make if the trumps split 3-2.  However, you can now win whatever East 

returns and pull his four trump.   

 

If you would like to see the whole hand played out, click on this link:  http://tinyurl.com/moedzdq  Or 

copy and paste it into your browser.  Click on the “Next” button on the bottom to advance through 

each trick. 

 

If you would like to see the disastrous result of ruffing the third heart click, on the following link: 

http://tinyurl.com/m4m3bu6  

http://tinyurl.com/moedzdq
http://tinyurl.com/m4m3bu6

